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that liberty of investigation which believes
that the reverent study of the Word of God
must be hampered by no prohibitions of
stereotyped opinion/and that the study which
may compel the recasting of long-accepted
theories about this and that aspect of the
Bible, if it has been based on a true and honest
method, will lead not to uncertainty, but to
larger and serener faith* On the other hand,
stood many men who sincerely believed that
the pronouncements so new and strange to
them must be fraught with danger to the
old beliefs they knew and loved; and in part
their attitude reflected unconsciously the tra-
ditionalism which in so many ages has tried
to crush with its brand of heresy the new
aspect of truth for which it cannot find room
in the pigeon-holes of those ideas which it
believes to be orthodox and final. Sincere
men, and men of conviction, there were, of
course, among the prosecutors of Briggs, but
the sincerity of some of them was of that
same grim character which has made Inquis-
itors under many garbs and in many genera-
tions. Progress and the fearlessness of a
larger faith waited upon the triumph of that
tendency which Dr, Briggs for a moment
represented; and though, as it \happened, he
was formally condemned, the cause he stoodping of the
